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WIREWORMS 

Wireworms  are  elongated,  hard-shelled,  brownish  larvae,  the  immature 
stage  of  the  click  or  snapping  beetles   (Elateridae) .     Some  of  the  larvae  of 
this  group  feed  on  decaying  wood,  but  most  of  them  feed  on  the  roots  of 
living  plants,  especially  the  grasses.     Little  damage  is  noted  in  the  meadow 
and  pasture,  but  when  such  fields  are  plowed  and  planted  to  crops  grown  in 
hills  or  rows,  the  larvae  are  capable  of  doing  a  great  amount  of  damage  to 
such  crops. 

The  life  cycle  of  these  insects  is  not  especially  well  known,  but  the 
length  of  time  of  development  varies  with  the  different  species  which  have 
been  studied,  some  remaining  in  the  ground  as  larvae  for  a  period  of  three 
years,  and  others  for  a  period  of  six  years.     The  larvae  reach  maturity 
about  the  middle  of  the  summer  and  the  beetle  emerges  from  the  ground  the 
following  spring. 

There  is  no  direct  measures   for  the  control  of  the  wireworms.     In  plots 
of  ground  in  sod  which  are  known  to  be  infested  with  wireworms,   plowing  of 
the  ground  and  keeping  it  fallow  for  one  season  will  control  the  larvae  by 
starving  them.     In  truck  growing  regions   it  is  best  to  practice  a  thorough 
rotation  of  crops  and  the  planting  of  some  crop  which  is  relatively  immune 
to  the  wireworm  attack;   chief  of  these  are  the  peas  and  buckwheat.  Deep 
and  thorough  cultivation  of  the  soil  in  mid-summer  will  do  much  toward  break- 
ing up  the  pupal  cells  thus  destroying  the  pupae  within,   and  greatly  reducing 
the  number  of  beetles  which  would  emerge  the  following  spring. 

It  is  recommended  by  some  that  a  poison  bait  be  used  in  small  plantings. 
This  bait  is  made  up  by  dipping  small  bunches  of  clover,  or  other  succulent 
plants  in  Paris  green  and  water,  and  then  placing  them  in  the  field  covering 
them  with  pieces  of  boards,   or  earth.     Sweetened  cornmeal  dough  poison  with 
Paris  green  may  be  used  instead  of  the  clover.     These  baits  should  be  placed 
before  the  crop  is  planted  and  soon  after  the  fitting  of  the  soil  for  the 
crop. 


